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by Maximus the Confessor (580-622).
Maximus represents almost the last specu-
lative activity of the Greek Church, but
the influence of the Pseudo-Dionysian
writing was transmitted to the West in
the ninth century by Erigena, in whose
speculative spirit both the scholasticism
and the mysticism of the Middle Ages
have their rise. Erigena translated Dio-
nysius into Latin along with the com-
mentaries of Maximus, and his system is
essentially based upon theirs. The
negative theology is adopted, and God
is stated to be predicateless Being, above
all categories, and therefore not improperly
called Nothing \qitery, No-Thing]. Out
of this Nothing or incomprehensible
essence the world of ideas or primordial
causes is eternally created. This is the
Word or Son of God, in whom all things
exist, so far as they have substantial
existence. All existence is a theophany,
and as God is the beginning of all
things, so also is He the end. Erigena
teaches the restitution of all things under
the form of the Dionysian adunatio or
deificatio. These are the permanent out-